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October 8, 1692.
Reverend Sir,

...Obedience to lawful authority | evermore accounted a great duty; and willingly | would not
practise any thing that might thwart and contradict such a principle. Too many are ready to despise
dominions, and speak evil of dignities; and | am sure the mischiefs, which arise from a factious and
rebellious spirit, are very sad and notorious; insomuch that | would sooner bite my fingers' ends
than willingly cast dirt on authority, or any way offer reproach to it.... However, Sir, | never thought
judges infallible; but reckoned that they, as well as private men, might err; and that when they were
guilty of erring, standers by, who possibly had not half their judgment, might, notwithstanding, be
able to detect and behold their errors.... Yet shall you find, that | am very open to communicate my
thoughts unto you, and in plain terms to tell you what my opinion is of the Salem proceedings.

First, as to the method which the Salem justices do that in their examinations, it is truly this: A
warrant being issued out to apprehend the persons that are charged and complained of by the
afflicted children, as they are called; said present. The justices ask the apprehended why they afflict
those poor children; to which the apprehended answer, they do not afflict them. The justices order
the apprehended to look upon the said children, which accordingly they do; and at the time of that
look, (I dare not say by that look, as the Salem gentlemen do), the afflicted are cast into a fit. The
afflicted persons then declare and affirm, that the apprehended persons, though of never so good
repute, are forthwith committed to prison, on suspicion for witchcraft. One of the Salem justices was
pleased to tell Mr. Alden, (when upon his examination), that truly he had been acquainted with him
these many years, and had always accounted him a good man; but indeed now he should be
obliged to change his opinion.... He saw reason to change his opinion of Mr. Alden, because that at
the time he touched the poor child, the poor child came out of her fit. | suppose his Honour never
made the experiment, whether there was not as much virtue in his own hand as there was in Mr.
Alden's, to cure by a touch....

| cannot but condemn this method of the justices, of making this touch of the hand a rule to discover
witchcraft; because | am fully persuaded that it is sorcery, and a superstitious method, and that
which we have no rule for, either from reason or religion.... The account they give of it is this; that
by this touch, the venomous and malignant particles, that were ejected from the eye, do, by this
means, return to the body whence they came, and so leave the afflicted persons pure and whole....

| would fain know of these Salem gentlemen, but as yet could never know, how it comes about, that
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if these apprehended persons are witches, and, by a look of the eye, do cast the afflicted into their
fits by poisoning them, how it comes about, | say, that, by a look of their eye, they do not cast others
into sits, and poison others by their looks; and in particular, tender, fearful women, who often are
beheld by them, and as likely as any in the whole world to receive an ill impression from them. This
Salem philosophy, some men may call the new philosophy; but I think it rather deserves the name
of Salem superstition and sorcery, and it is not fit to be named in a land of such light as
New-England is. | think the matter might be better solved another way; but | shall not make any
attempt that way, further than to say, that these afflicted children, as they are called, do hold
correspondence with the devil, even in the esteem and account of the Salem Gentlemen; for when
the black man, i.e. say these gentlemen, the devil, does appear to them, they ask him many
guestions, and accordingly give information to the inquirer; and if this is not holding correspondence
to the devil, and something worse, | know not what is....

I most admire that Mr. Nicholas Noyes the Reverend Teacher at Salem...vindicate[s] the above
mentioned demonstration as very reasonable.

Secondly, with respect to the confessors, as they are improperly called, or such as confess
themselves to be witches, (the second thing you inquire into in your letter), there are now about fifty
of them in prison; many of which | have again and again seen and heard; and | cannot but tell you,
that my faith is strong concerning them, that they are deluded, imposed upon, and under the
influence of some evil spirit; and therefore unfit to be evidences either against themselves, or any
one else....

These confessors, as they are called, do very often contradict themselves, as inconsistently as is
usual for any crazed, distempered person to do. This the Salem Gentlemen do see and take notice
of; and even the judges themselves have, at some times, taken these confessors in flat lies, or
contradictions, even in the courts; by reason of which, one would have thought, that the judges
would have frowned upon the said confessors, discarded them, and not minded one tittle of an thing
that they said: but instead thereof, as sure as we are men, the judges vindicate these confessors,
and solve their contradictions, by proclaiming, that the devil takes away their memory, and imposes
upon their brain....

These confessors then, as least some of them, even in the judges' own account, are under the
influence of the devil; and the brain of these confessors is imposed upon by the devil, even in the
judges' account. But now, if, in the judges' account, these confessors are under the influence of the
devil, and their brains are affected and imposed upon by the devil, for that they are not their own
men, why then should these judges, or any other men, make such account of, and set so much by,
the words of these confessors, as they do? In short, | argue thus:

If the devil does actually take away the memory of them at some times, certainly the devil, at other
times, may very reasonable be thought to affect their fancies, and to represent false ideas to their
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imagination. But now, if it be thus granted, that the devil is able to represent false ideas (to speak
vulgarly) to the imaginations of the confessors, what man of sense will regard the confessions, or
any of the words, of these confessors?

...Itis true, that over and above the evidences of the afflicted persons, there are many evidences
brought in, against the prisoner at the bar; either that he was at a witch meeting, or that he
performed things which could not be done by an ordinary natural power; or that she sold butter to a
sailor which proving bad at sea; and the seamen exclaiming against her, she appeared, and soon
after there was a storm, or the like. But what if there were ten thousand evidences of this nature;
how do they prove the matter of indictment? And if they do not reach the matter of indictment, then |
think it is clear, that the prisoner at the bar is brought in guilty, and condemned, merely from the
evidences of the afflicted persons....

As to the late executions, | shall only tell you, that in the opinion of many unprejudiced, considerate
and considerable spectators, some of the condemned went out of the world not only with as great
protestations, but also with as good shews of innocency, as men could do.

They protested their innocency as in the presence of the great God, whom forthwith they were to
appear before: they wished, and declared their wish, that their blood might be the last innocent
blood shed upon that account. With great affection they intreated Mr. Cotton Mather to pray with
them: they prayed that God would discover that witchcrafts were among us: they forgave their
accusers: they spake without reflection on jury and judges, for bringing them in guilty, and
condemning them: they prayed earnestly for pardon for all other sins, and for an interest in the
precious blood of our dear Redeemer; and seemed to be very sincere, upright, and sensible of their
circumstances on all accounts; especially Proctor and Willard, whose whole management of
themselves, from the gaol to the gallows, and whilst at the gallows, was very affecting and melting
to the hearts of some considerable spectators, whom | could mention to you: — but they are
executed, and so | leave them....

| do admire that some particular persons, and particularly Mrs. Thatcher of Boston, should be much
complained of by the afflicted persons, and yet that the justices should never issue out their
warrants to apprehend them, when as upon the same account they issue out their warrants for the
apprehending and imprisoning many others.

This occasions much discourse and many hot words, and is a very great scandal and stumbling
block to many good people; certainly distributive justice should have its course, without respect to
persons; and although the said Mrs. Thatcher be mother in law to Mr. Curwin, who is one of the
justices and judges, yet if justice and conscience do oblige them to apprehend others on the
account of the afflicted their complaints, | cannot see how, without injustice and violence to
conscience, Mrs. Thatcher can escape, when it is well known how much she is, and has been,
complained of....

| cannot but admire, that any should go with their distempered friends and relations to the afflicted
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children, to know what their distempered friends ail; whether they are not bewitched; who it is that
afflicts them, and the like. It is true, | know no reason why these afflicted may not be consulted as
well as any other, if so be that it was only their natural and ordinary knowledge that was had
recourse to: but it is not on this notion that these afflicted children are sought unto; but as they have
a supernatural knowledge; a knowledge which they obtain by their holding correspondence with
spectres or evil spirits, as they themselves grant. This consulting of these afflicted children, as
abovesaid, seems to me to be a very gross evil, a real abomination, not fit to be known in N.E. and
yet is a thing practised, not only by Tom and John—I mean the ruder and more ignorant sort—but
by many who profess high, and pass among us for some of the better sort. This is that which
aggravates the evil, and makes it heinous and tremendous; and yet this is not the worst of it, for, as
sure as | now write to you, even some of our civil leaders, and spiritual teachers, who, | think,
should punish and preach down such sorcery and wickedness, do yet allow of, encourage, yea, and
practise this very abomination....

A person from Boston, of no small note, carried up his child to Salem, near 20 miles, on purpose
that he might consult the afflicted about his child; which accordingly he did; and the afflicted told
him, that his child was afflicted by Mrs. Cary and Mrs. Obinson. This man returned to Boston, and
went forthwith to the justices for a warrant to seize the said Obinson, (the said Cary being out of the
way); but the Boston justices saw reason to deny a warrant. The Rev. Mr. Increase Mather of
Boston, took occasion severely to reprove the said man; asking him, whether there was not a God
in Boston, that he should to the devil in Salem for advice; warning him very seriously against such
naughty practices; which, | hope, proved to the conviction and good of the said person; if not, his
blood will be upon his own head.

...Deacon Fry's wife, Capt. Osgood's wife, and some others, remarkably pious and good people in
repute, are apprehended and imprisoned; and that which is more admirable, the forementioned
women are become a kind of confessors, being first brought thereto by the urgings and arguings of
their good husbands, who, having taken up that corrupt and highly pernicious opinion, that whoever
were accused by the afflicted, were guilty, did break charity with their dear wives, upon their being
accused, and urge them to confess their guilt; which so far prevailed with them as to make them
say, they were afraid of their being in the snare of the deuvil....

Now, that the justices have thus far given ear to the devil, | thank may be mathematically
demonstrated to any man of common sense: And for the demonstration and proof hereof, | desire,
only, that these two things may be duly considered, viz.

1. That the several persons have been apprehended purely upon the complaints of these afflicted,
to whom the afflicted were perfect strangers, and had not the least knowledge of imaginable, before
they were apprehended.

2. That the afflicted do own and assert, and the justices do grant, that the devil does inform and tell
the afflicted the names of those persons that are thus unknown unto them. Now these two things
being duly considered, | think it will appear evident to any one, that the devil's information is the
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fundamental testimony that is gone upon in the apprehending of the aforesaid people....

Nineteen persons have now been executed, and one pressed to death for a mute: seven more are
condemned; two of which are reprieved, because they pretend their being with child....

| am very sensible, that it is irksome and disagreeable to go back, when a man's doing so is an
implication that he has been walking in a wrong path: however, nothing is more honourable than,
upon due conviction, to retract and undo, so far as may be, what has been amiss and irregular....

Furthermore: These afflicted persons do say, and often have declared it, that they can see spectres
when their eyes are shut, as well as when they are open. This one thing | evermore accounted as
very observable, and that which might serve as a good key to unlock the nature of these troubles, if
duly improved by us. Can they see spectres when their eyes are shut? | am sure they lie, at least
speak safely, if they say so; for the thing, in nature, is an utter impossibility. It is true, they may
strongly fancy, or have things represented to their imagination, when their eyes are shut; and | think
this is all which ought to be allowed to these blind, nonsensical girls; and if our officers and courts
have apprehended, imprisoned, condemned, and executed our guiltless neighbours, certainly our
error is great, and we shall rue it in the conclusion. There are two or three other things that | have
observed in and by these afflicted persons, which make me strongly suspect that the devil imposes
upon their brains, and deludes their fancy and imagination; and that the devil's book (which they say
has been offered them) is a mere fancy of theirs, and no reality: That the witches' meeting, the
devil's baptism, and mock sacraments, which they oft speak of, are nothing else but the effect of
their fancy, depraved and deluded by the devil, and not a reality to be regarded or minded by any
wise man...that all is perfect devilism, and an hellish design to ruin and destroy this poor land....

What will be the issue of these troubles, God only knows; | am afraid that ages will not wear off that
reproach and those stains which these things will leave behind them upon our land. | pray God pity
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